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Director helps Classic grow

Local tournament hits national stage
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Ifthe State Farm City of Palms Clagsic appears to have taken a newy direction in recent years, there's a
reasan.

A SR His name is Ron Riley.

Acblade ™
How To Stay Asleep
acientists in Cambridge discaover
an all natural sleep aid to help
you sleep all night... Learn
maore

Riley, executive director of Classic Baskethall,
Inc., grabbed the proverbial baton from president
Bill Pollock in 2003.

aince then, Pollock, who began his involvement
with the Classic in 1885 - he helped transform
the 16-team tournament from a local eventto 3
hational one - has passed an all of the major
hehind-the-scenes duties to Riley.

Do Mot Buy Car Insurance!
== Fort Myers - Your auto insurer
B hates this. Cbey this one trick to
get extremely cheap rates.

Filey, in turn, has driven the Classic from a
Learn more

hational event to an international one. Ulm
(Germany) Urspringschule became the first
European team to paticipate in the Clagsic this
Year,

Mortgage Rates Hit 2.99%

The Fed is forcing rates down. If
vou owe less than 5729k you
have to refi now to lock in low

rates Learn more

"Bill is 50 good for this tournament because he
cares about the event" said Donnie Wilkie,
selector of the tournament's field. "He cares so
tmuch about the kids. He cared about every single
dollar that was spent. He really put us in a place
where Ron could really come in and hit the
ground running.

Kill Your Wrinkles’

Mo discovers shocking 5
method for erasing wrinkles.
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revealing... Learn more

"“What Ron has done, is he has doubled or even
tripled the existing sponsor base. When Bill
carme along in 149845, there really was no sponsar
hase. S50 theywve done really two different things.
There would be no Ron ifthere was no Bill"
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An incredible way to soothe &
relieve your joints with this safe,
all-natural discovery... Learn

maore
The Classic finished Wednesday night with

ESPM's Dick Vitale at midcourt, congratulating
hoth teams, taking the microphone and
declaring, "That was awesaome, bhaby!"

Y Add Your Link Here!

at. Patrick of Elizabeth, B.J., defeated Milton of Alpharetta, Ga., on a buzzer-beating 3-pointer, 6Y9-67, in front
of 2,100 fans at Bishop Verot High School. ESPML nationally televised the title game and third-place
game.

The Classic finished with hordes of fans clasping Riley's hands an their way out, telling him they
considered this year's field the hest ever.

Fans hawe told Riley in previous yvears, and Riley hopes they tell him again inyears to come.

Riley, 60, joined the Classic staff not because of his baskethall acumen but far his skills in raising monesy.
Dperating expenses for the Classic have eclipsed $150,000 a vear.

Riley, who teaches a professional writing class at FGCLU, enters hig 23rd yvear raising money and
arganizing a tournament of a different Kind, the Caloosa Catch and REelease fishing tournament series.
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Purchaze thiz Photo
Urzspringzschule's Kevin Bright drives to the basket against Mew
Church defender Jonathan Riles in the Signature Series
Championzship at the State Farm City of Palms Clazszic at Bizhop
Yerot High School on Wednesday . (John David Emmettinesws-
press.com)
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Broadcast announcer Dick Yitale attends the City of Palms Clazzic

championzhip game at Bishop Yerot on \Wednesday. (john david
emmettiThe News-Press)
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RON RILEY

Whio! Executive director of Clazzic Baskethall, Inc., zince 2003

FAMILY: Married to Pat Riley for 35 vears, they have one
daughter, Krizti, 30

OTHER JOBZ: Executive director of the Calooza Catch and
Felease fizhing tournament zeries far 23 years, professional
weriting instructor &t FGCU; major gift officer for At of the
Olympians

Related Stories

B Annual classic marks end of & career for zome
B Tigers lay out welcome mat
B Editorial: Reform state budget, don't destroy it

Felated Topics

B Sports - Sports Etc.

Contextual linking provided by Topix

“ LEARN MORE

ymens for 120 days from date
l:lf '|:1:|5: through alky |:vr| May
® r5:l|L|'E doven payment. fok mzlla: ]
APR iashingtoe, O.C. Length of conkract
|nr.|.-|: ok al.alal:h: with some other

offers. See deaksr alls. Tals
defvery by L/371L

Find it: Jobs | Cars | Homes | Rentals | Deals | Dating | Classifieds | Place an ad

Find what wou are looking for . Search

Hlﬂ'ﬂr.ﬂ&ﬂﬂ?
x_x[b-_m Train

CLASSIFIEDS CUSTOMER SERVICE ADVERTISE

Blogs Columnists Forums  Opinion Submiit a photo Submit letter to the editor

Log in | Become a member | Search people

Director helps Classic grow

Local tournament hits national stage
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Riley recently joined the staff at At of the Olympians as a major gift officer. The museum displays art by
Dlvmpic athletes at 1300 Hendry St in the Fort Myers River District.

"I'mwery excited about that" Riley said. "lt's such
a neatthing in Fort Myers "
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Acblade ™
How To Stay Asleep
scientists in Cambridge discover
an all natural sleep aid to help
vou sleep all night... Learn
more

Riley grew up in Morth Arlington, M., and
graduated from Queen of Peace High School. He
attended Mewark State College hut dropped out
in 1972 in order to become a stockbroker.

Riley moved to Fort Myers in 1978 and continued
working a5 a broker until 2003, He earned a
degree in English literature from the University of
south Florida in 1997 and has a masters in
management from FGCLL
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"I love the academic atmaosphere," Riley said. "l

Kill Your Wrinkles’ was really challenoed by it"

Mom discovers shocking $5
method for erasing wrinkles.
Dermatologists hate her for
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Riley continues to challenge himself by raising
maoney and halancing the Classic's ever-groving
biudget. He has another challenge as well: trving
toweatch some ofthe basketball games. He
spends most of the tournament fielding phone
calls and dealing with any logistical problems or
guestions that continually arise.

$5 Wrinkle Secret Exposed
Flarida: Mom discovers $5
wrinkle trick. Dermatologists are
scared you will learn this secret.

Learn more Asked about his love far fishing, Riley laughed.

"Dolfish?™ Riley said. "Yes. How much do [ fish?

ive i ida?
Drive in Florida About as much as |watch basketball "
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Wilkie said the Classic should cantinue to
improve, although they keep creating tough acts
to follow.

"He has presided over putting this tournament to
a different level " Wilkie said of Riley. "We abways
usedto say, | don't know biow we can get any
bigger. | don't knowe how we can get any better."Well Hon came in and said, 'l know exactly how we can
rmake it bigger and better.®
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Urzpringschule’s Kevin Bright drives to the basket against Mew
Church defender Jonathan Riles in the Signature Series
Championzhip st the State Farm City of Palms Clazsic at Bishop
Yerot High School on Wednesday. (Jobn David Emmettinewz-
press.com)
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Broadcast announcer Dick Yitale attends the City of Palms Classic
championzhip game at Bizhop Yerot on Wednesday. (john david
emmettiThe Mews-Press)
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ROH RILEY

Who: Executive director of Clazssic Basketball, Inc., since 2003

AGE: B0

FAMILY: Married to Pat Riley for 358 vears, they have one
daughter, Kristi, 30

OTHER JOBZ: Executive director of the Caloosa Catch and
Feleaze fizhing tournament series for 23 vears; professional
weriting instructor st FGCUL major gift officer for A of the
Olvmpians



