Enter for your chance to g Charter ;

WIN A PRO FOOTBALL
FAN'S DREAM TRIP -

Morth Teas = February 5, 2011

Login @ Manage Account | Mohile | Contact LUls | Customer Service  e-Daily

__@w.mm

YAaHOO!

Sports Business  Opinion Enterttainment Lifestyles Media Jobs  Homes  Cars  Classified
Local Bonita State MationalWorld Crime Education Weather Columnists Fegions Community Cihituaries

Southwest Florida shares the eclipse on Twitter! | Upload Photos | Maore eclipse news

CITY OF PALMS CLASSIC: Nﬂ_ti{:m*:a elite
~ basketball talent descends on Southwest Florida

Email DiscLss = Frint

Save on Publix
Holiday Platters.

G voun courons ow
PR Publix.

'. . --I..‘ "
'j-r*..“!*, i
_I: 1If- :

Most Popular

Viewed Commented Emailed

B Man Killad in ¢rash on Liuingstun Road
after hitting median
Publizhed 122002010 &t 1:36 p.m. 25 comiments

B Dozens face layoffs as Vitarich
FHOTO BY JENHIFER WHITHESY & BUY THIS PHOTO Lahuraturies prepares tu cluse Naples
plant

Cwuring the fourth period of Thursday afternoon's game between American Heritage and Word of God at the Updated 12/20/2010 at 535 p.m. B e renaite

Bank of America City of Falms Tournament at Bishop Verot High School in Ft Myers, Kenny Boyaton of American

Heritage guards Word of God's John wall. Wall is ranked Mo, 1 in the country by Rivals.com, while Boynton is S :
ranked Mo, 2 by HoopScoop. Both were named among 10 finalists for the national Player of the Year award - Eﬁ__ﬂ;ﬂiﬁig%T%g:;;:?tﬁgsmervzﬁfmg
eatlier this weel. Boynton scored 61 points against Dunbar in lastyear's City of Palms tournament and is Publizhed 12492010 st 607 pm. W Caraart
committed to the Uiniversity of Florida. Jennifer Whitnewl staff

B 74-year-old woman charged with _
N FORT MYERS — Two wears ago, City of Falms Classic SR ST KRS CATLG e ITTEID T

Published 122002010 &t 319 pom. B comments

PLAYERS TO WATCH organizers unabashedly referred to the annual event as the
: - B 92-year-old man killed in crash on
most talented field ever assembled for a high school Livingston Road

Austin Rivers, Winter haskethall tournament. Publighed 122002010 &t 10:33 p.m. @9 13 comments
Park
o ; f Sounds a bit boastful, but the numbers — and the national Photo Galleries

WEMS Made 3 name 1or ) ) .

; media — supported the claim. The 2008 City of Palms
himself as a sophomore _ _ _
in 2008 with a 46-paint featured six teams ranked in the top 10 nationally by
perfarmance in the ESPM or USA Today and 29 Division | college recruits.
third-place game. ko ] — J ]

, N _ ] Collier County Man Killed in Crain Memorial:
ESFN's Mo, 1 senior in The field two years ago was thought to be the pinnacle of arrests crash on Friends an...
the country, the 6-foot-4 _ 12-20-2010 Livingston Road
- the nearly four-decade old tournament, but the City of

guard is fourth on the

_ _ Falms Classic, now sponsored by State Farm, might have
City of Palms' all-time

outdone itself this year. The 38th annual event, which runs

f;u:ij?tg !i Z:;DE;;E Dec. 17 through 22 at Bishop Verot in Fort Wyers, has Weather

|:|3|ti|:5I|"|EE||j coach Do seven top 10teams and 12 ranked in ESPN's top 50. U 36-Hour  Your Photos

Fivers, has averaged 29 Currently Today

points a game the past The individual talent also could surpass that of 2008, which o 68{;}

LUE TDUFTEIE . included John VWall, the Mo, 1 pick in June's NBA Draft, 57

s This year's tournament will have 13 players ranked in the ERiT 91"
top 10 in the country by various recruiting services, Wind: E gmph

Michael Gilchrist, St. including four of ESPM's top five and six of the sports

More Weather »

Patrick (Elizabeth, N.J.)  network's top 10,

The &-foot-7 small "I'm not sure looking at this year's field versus {2008's) Calendar
forward averaged 16 field that this one isn't better," said Donnie Wilkie, vice e e T
- o e
gl et st president of Classic BEasketball Inc., which organizes the
three blocks a game last \ . _ _ _ W JU
. : tournament. | definitely think this year is deeper. VWe have 21 gg 23
wear while earning 2 _ _ _ -
scholarship to Kentucky. three or four te.ama in the middle @f the field that waould be T Eson | THURSDRY HORE
Gilchrist helped the the star attractions at any other holiday tournament.”
United States win a gold Winter Camp, Wondrous Wildlife 5 5
: : : _ The Conservancy of Southwest
medal in the L1M7 YWorld The 16-team field includes 10 state champions from last Florida i
Championships this season and four other teams that made it to the final four e .
i _ _ a.m.
Sur_ﬂmer Sy Erag gLt of their respective state tournaments. The two teams that Corkscrew Regional Ecosystemn
RIS and sEVEm BUESE 1 't make the state semifinals combined to lose just WHELLR
3 game in the event. He J
i B seven games last year. Children's Crafts 10 a.m.
S Fookery Bay Environmental Learning
senior in the country by | | Cehter
MaxPreps and Mo, 3 by Ywhile the City of Palms always stocks up on some of the
ESPM and Rivals.com. best players in America, tournament organizers are proud SHILbLEN LANSUn ARED far Jeagaim
. , winter holiday break
this year to have some of the strongest teams they've ever Sun N Fun Lagoon
had.
Dance Workshop: Instructor 11 a.m.
Quincy Miller, - _ ) _ _ _ Patricia Perez
Westchester Country I'm really excited,” tournament director Eon Riley said. Naples Dance Conservatory
Day (High Point, N.C.) "The field has challenged to be as good as it was two
Years ado. More Events »

Standing 6-9, Miller is

PO SIS0 sl pile For the third straight year, ESPN will air the City of Palms
2?3?;;?:;;::;;{@ third-place and championship games live. For the second Find us on Social Media
e et vear in a row, the games will be on primetime starting at 7 News Alarte
committed to Baylor, and 9 p.m., respectively. D —

Miller is in his first year at

B Naples Daily News Fan Page

Wyestchester after Thisyear's field is headed up by Alpharetta (Ga.)-Milton, Headlines & updates from
transrerring from Ciuality- ranked Mo, 1 by USA Today and a consensus top three CHAESAEWS SO
Bl el team in the nation. The Eagles finished ranked fifth in the B Naples Daily News Facebook Application
=t S country last year without a single senior on their roster, BSH e A DR B LT ERE RSRIS PERTlS
Westchester, ranked Mo, _ : oL
e They have three seniors committed to Division | programs B Vista Semanal Fan Page
v Ry e s Follow Vista Semanal on Facebook
ESPN, is playing in the yeal:
City of Palms' nes B The Banner Fan Page
Signature Series. Winter Park returns for a third straight year with shooting Follow The Banner on Facebook
guard Austin Rivers, tabbed as the best player in the B The Collier Citizen Fan Page
2 country by ESPMN and recruiting sites Rivals.com and Follow Collier Citizen on Facebook
Scout.com.
B The Marco Eagle Fan Page
calles Nenmnn, Follow The Marco Eagle on Facebook
Norfolk Christian _
(Norfolk, Va.) The Wildcats, from a northeast Orlando suburk, have B PrepZone on Facebook
delighted local fans the past two years with deep runs in Follow PrepZone on Facebook
McAdoo was a Parade the tournament. Winter Park upset three nationally ranked
magazine fourth-team programs in 2008 to place third before finishing runner-up
All-American last season. last year. Business Directury
ESFN's fifth-ranked
senior. he averaged 23 _ _ . Search =IGATEE
: : Fivers, son of Boston Celtics coach Doc Rivers and a
points and 10 rebounds o o _ _
e e o Duke recruit, 15 the reigning two-time City of Palms MVF Business:

championship as a juniar, despite having never won the tournament title. He has had
The 6-8 power forward is games of 46 and 4% points at Eishop VWerot and is fourth

Location:

E'I'mm_ittEd o HDFTH all-time in scoring at the event. Naples, FL
Carolina and is a second
;DDL;SE;,E;;BDA EHEHE Fort Whyers High makes its ninth straight appearance after | Search |

' advancing to the consolation finals last year. Morth Port,
s with B-foot-7 Central Florida recruit Kasey Wilson, also is el i L L

inthe field,

Adonis Thomas,
Melrose (Memphis, The City of Palms is something Fort Myers coach Scott
Tenn.) Guttery loaks forward to all year. His father helped found

the tournament in the 1970s, and Guttery even played in

The B-6 small forward L :
the event when he was in high school at Bishop Yeraot.

began the year ranked
Mo. 1 inthe Class of

2011 by the Sparting Last year the Green YWave upset Huntsville (Ala )-Butler,
Mews. Committed to then ESFMN's Mo. 15 team inthe country, then beat
Memphis, Thomas was Weston-Sagemont and its three Division | seniors. The

tabbed Mo, 2 on
MaxPreps' preseason
Player of the Year poll,
behind only Rivers. He is
the Mo, 8 senior overall
according to ESPM.

City of Palms gave Fort Myers enough momentum going
into the second half of the season that it won the Class 44
championship, the first boys basketball team in Southwest
Florida to win a title,

"I've watched (the City of Falms) grow from a local high
school baskethall tournament to now one of the best
tournaments in the nation,” Guttery said. "It's always been
a dream of mine to win it. | hope at some point in my
Academy of the New ,
career I'll have a chance to do that. Who knows, maybe
Church (Bryn Athyn, _
Pa.) this year I'll have that chance”

Rakeem Christmas,

Aside from having the
best name in this year's
field, Christmas is ranked TEAMS TO WATCH
the best center in the
Class of 20117 by
Scout.com. Standing B-9,
hie is committed to

Milton (Alpharetta, Ga.)

Syracuse. Christrmas Fanked Mo, 1 by USA Today and third by ESPN, the
leads Mew Church into Eagles won Georgia's Class SA championship last

the event's Signature season without a single senior on the team. Milton has
SETES. three Division commitments in point guard Shannon Scott

(Ohio State), guard Dai-Jon Parlker (Vanderbilt) and
forweard Julian Royal (Geordia Tech), not to mention

Shabazz Muhammad., B-foot-7 Evan Molte, ranked among the best juniors in the

Bishop Gorman (Las COoLNtry.
Vegas)

hMubammad might be the

biest junior in the country.
According to ESPM, he's

the best guard in the

Melrose (Memphis, Tenn.)

Class of 2012, At 6-5, The GoldenWildcats, Class 3A champs last year in
Muhammad can play Tennessee, started the year ranked Mo, 1 by Rivals.com
rultiple positions. He and in ESPMN and LUSA Today's top 10, Melrose's Division
grabbed 10 rebounds a | duo of Adonis Thomas (Memphis) and Cedric McAfee
game last year to go (Auburn) led the team to a 36-4 recaord last seasaon.

along with his 19 points,
and Scout.com ranks him
as the best small forward

in his class.
St. Patrick (Elizabeth, N.J.)

The Celtics are making their record 10th tournament
Shannon Scott, Milton ;e qrance. They have five runner-up finishes, including
VAIBRACR L. S ] their last trip to the City of Palms in 2008, St. Patrick,
s e s ranked Mo. 4 inthe country by ESPM, 15 led by 6-7 forward
e P e Michael Gilchrist. Gilchrist averaged a double-double last
| players on the Eagles, vear s committed to Kentucky.

LISA Today's top-ranked
team. The 6-1 Ohio State T E
recruit is listed as the

sixth best point guard in Winter Park
the country by

scout.com. He's also _ _ _
SIS e AT The Wildcats have gone from underdogs in this

arry position. tournament twio years ago to title contender. Winter Park
and then-sophomore Austin Rivers burst onto the national
scene by taking third place in 2008, Guided by Rivers'
second straight MYE performance, the VWildcats finished
runner-up last year. The defending Class 6A champs,
ranked Mo. 4 by USA Today, have even bigger
expectations this season.

Marshall Plumlee,
Christ School (Arden,
M.C.)

Flumlee, a towering
f-footer, might be the
tallest player in this

years field. He averaged Christ the King (Middle Village, N.Y.)
eight points, eight

rebounds and three _ . :
: The Royals are a top 10 team in the nation according to
blocks [ast WEAr wihile

helping Christ Schoal win ESPM and USA Today. Christ the King went 28-5 last
its fourth state title in a season, winning the Mew York Federation and Class 24
row. Mext season Plumlee championships. The Royals also were Catholic league

will join his brothers Miles champs in one of the world's top basketball meccas, MNew
and Mason at Duke. York City.

Ricardo Gathers,
Riverside (Reserve, Mater Dei (Santa Ana, Calif.)

La.)

They might lack the star-power and national ranking of
TR ] st other teams here, but the Monarchs are the only former
hAGll Sl Rl City of Palms champion in the field. Mater Dei has won the

in the top five in his class et : :
oy ESPN, MaxPreps and fitle its past two trips to Fort Myers In 2006 and 2003, Gary

S T e Mcknight 1s one of California’s winningest coaches with
240-pound power | an 360-75 record in 29 seasons with the Monarchs.
forward averaged 19

points and 13 rebounds Caonnect with Adam Fisher at naplesnews. com/siaff

a game last season. He
15 considering LS, Cal,
Baylor and Ohio State.

/adam _fisher
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